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You Can Do It! Great Students 
The following students will receive their awards at assembly this Friday in the MP Room at 3pm.  

Everyone is welcome. This week’s students are from 3/4/5 Scott. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook: Are you a Facebook user? You can like our school page for instant updates 

on what is happening at Portland Primary. Visit www.facebook.com/portlandprimaryschool 

Upwelling Festival: 

The upwelling festival is coming up THIS SATURDAY. A note went home last week for people to indicate if 

they can be a part of the parade – we are dressing as pirates, so most people should have a costume 

ready to go from last term. We still need more students to participate, so please return your form 

ASAP. The more students we have in the parade, the better! Arrgghhhhhh! 

Melbourne Cup Holiday: 

Next Tuesday November 5th is a PUBLIC HOLIDAY for the Melbourne Cup. There will be no school 

on this day. 

Jessie is a 

great student 

because she is a 

quiet, consistent 

worker who puts 

all her effort into 

her work to make 

it both accurate 

and well 

presented. She 

shares her many 

interests with 

us.  She is very well 

organised and 

prepares her 

things for all 

activities. 

 

AJ is a great 

student because 

he has been 

concentrating on 

his work and 

participating 

actively in share 

time. He is 

organised and 

persistent at his 

work. He is helpful 

to others, 

especially the 

younger children 

in the class. He 

has been working 

hard with Ivan on 

debating. 

Toby is a great student because he is 

working hard at all his tasks. He gets himself 

organised to start the day. He concentrates 

and persists at his reading and writing. He is 

getting fit by walking and running one or 

two laps of the fitness track every day. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/portlandprimaryschool


Uniform: 

I have noticed over the past week that a number of students are not wearing full uniform. Track 

pants are not a part of our uniform (apart from on a PE day). Also school shoes should be worn on 

all days except Wednesdays. If you want to wear runners for fitness track, you need to change 

into school shoes when the bell rings to start school.  

Parent Opinion Survey: 

Thank you to those families who took the time to complete and return the Parent Opinion Survey. 

The results are considered and discussed with the staff, and the feedback from the survey is 

valuable in planning our curriculum & school programs. Of course not all of the feedback is 

positive, but it is always good to reflect on the comments and results, and work towards improving 

our school in certain areas.  

PORTLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL: 

Parents, Teachers, Students and the Community Working Together for 

Educational Excellence 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
Sat/Sun November 2nd & 3rd – Upwelling Festival & 3 Bays Marathon 

Tuesday November 5th- Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 

Friday November 8th - Disco 

Monday November 19th- Somers Camp starts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

3 BAYS MARATHON 
The 3 Bays Marathon is Sunday! Information has gone home with those children who are 

running! Please remember that parents are NOT to follow the bus in cars as it creates 

congestion on the course. For information or queries, call the school.  

 
 

Upwelling Parade 
We are to meet at 

10am behind the All 

Saints Church for a 

10:30 start. Parents can 

collect their children 

from the Cliff St Lawn 

area. 
 

 

 

Well you need to let the 

school know... If you have a new 

phone number, address or employment 

details, it is very important that you let 

the school know. We have had 4 

separate incidents this term, where we 

have tried to call a parent, and the 

number has changed. It is essential that 

we have current contact details in 

case of emergency. Thank you.  



 
Grade 6 Grade 5/6 Canberra CampBand Tour 
 

             
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

Grade 5/6 Kinder Visits – Elsa McLeod & The Hub 

Meals on Wheels 

Cricket Clinic 

Upwelling Festival Parade 

3 Bays Marathon 

Band Tour Visit at St Johns 

School Disco 

Kanga 8’s Cricket 

Market Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Education Session 

Somers Camp 

Grade 2 Sleepover 

Grade 5/6 Canberra Camp 

Portland Secondary College Rock Band Concert 

LOTE Day 

Grade 6 Day 

Whole School Fun Day 
 

 

 

 If you are not doing anything, please put your child’s name down to 

participate. The more children we have, the better our school float looks… We meet at the 

All Saints Church at 10am, for a 10:30 start. Parents can collect children from the lawn area 

in Cliff St at the end of the parade.  

 

Payments are 

now payable. 

The camp is in 

less than 6 

weeks. If you 

are having 

difficulty with 

payment, 

please see 

Wendy or Mrs 

Carter. 

    BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
We would like to wish the following children a very happy birthday and we hope that they enjoy their 

day. 

Kya Baxter          Tuesday November 5th 



  

This is the journal of a convict I made-up called ‘John Sheppard’. I didn’t want to have to look for a real 

convict because they don’t really have much written about them and I wanted to be creative and when I’m 

creative I’m creative. I mean, the guy lives on the top of roofs, don’t think any other convict (before they 

were captured) lived on roofs, anyway, enjoy 

August 6th 1787 

We have arrived in Rio de Janeiro and are still locked up in this ship. It’s not so bad though; the guards 

don’t mind us staying up a little later than usual because we have no work tomorrow so we can sleep in if 

we want or anything really. But still, I wish I was outside of the ship for a change instead of being trapped 

in here with everyone else. I don’t hate them; I just want to be alone for a while.  

I met a guy who reminded me of my friends in England, he is really funny, true comedian, and he got 

sentenced 7 seven years like me for stealing food for his family, then I remembered why I stole the 

jewellery I did steal. Back in England, my friends and I were walking down the streets of Portsmouth 

when my friends spotted unguarded food, I told them “I will wait here; you two can go do whatever you 

want.” They took off and I stood there looking around the market place for more food to take when I saw 

an apple just sitting on a counter of a shop, as a man who has been a thief for many years this was an easy 

steal for me but as I went to grab the apple the man who was facing away from the counter turned and 

grabbed my arm. He asked in a deep soft voice “Are you interested in buying some fruit from this here 

shop?” I apologized for attempting to steal the apple and the man let go of my hand, before I ran off to my 

friends I peeked over at a mirror next to were the man was standing and it was pointing right at were the 

apple was. 

The man noticed that I was staring at the mirror that he had placed and he said “do you like it? It helps 

protect the shop from people like you, no offence.” After he said that I felt bad, but I did answer his 

question, I said yes. He nodded at me and turned around and went back to work, I walked away and my 

friends found me and they told me that they had stolen 3 loaves of bread and that we should take it back to 

the roof tops to eat. While we were making our way back to the roof tops I was thinking about how good 

it would be to have a nice, safe shop that we could make money off. 

So I tried to steal some jewellery and here I’m now, trapped on a ship with around 150 other convicts. I 

didn’t write about this earlier because I didn’t want to feel depressed about not getting the shop and I 

didn’t want to think about stealing anymore. I’m through with stealing and I don’t want to think about my 

past anymore. - Tom Alexander 

 As I was accused of stealing a Piece of bread, I will 

be a convict leaving on the friendship this 

afternoon. My cousin Elizabeth Clarke is on the 

same ship with me. And she was accused of stealing 

a piece of clothing worth 6 shillings. 

Although, I don’t think it’s fair that I have to do 

time because I was starving and I didn’t want to 

just die from hunger. 

I miss my family so much, but I’m glad my cousin is 

here with me, not that it’s a good thing. But she said 

to me that she didn’t take the piece of clothing, and 

I’m not sure i believe her for it was found in her 

closet. I just want to do my 7 years and get back to 

my family in England. – Emily Elford 

Dear diary…..I woke up 

and my knees are sore 

from yesterday carrying 

furniture to the new 

house. I was sentenced 

to travel to Australia but 

I accidentally dropped 

the beautiful Egyptian 

vase and I need to pay 

for $3,980 and when my 

family’s knows it they’re 

worried if how I could 

pay for it. – Diane 

Enriquez 

Over the last three weeks grade 5/6 have been researching what it would have been 

like to be on the First Fleet that left England in 1787 and landed in Australia in 1788. It 

turns out we have 22 convicts, a ship captain, and Governor Arthur Phillip aboard the 

Grade 5/6H. This is their story (or part of)… 
 



 

  
Nineteenth of September 1788. To many 

people die over here to many people like us. 

If I am going to die out here I would rather 

die from pustules. Then get killed from loss 

of blood or get executed.  

Not much to write about, just the daily 

routine but one of the other convicts, also one 

of my friends, died from the decease, 

pustules. Pustules are all most as deadly as 

the plague but not quite but the same as the 

plague, people don’t know where it comes 

from. But every day I am getting a little 

happier because every day it is getting closer 

to me getting home and seeing my family. So 

you should of released by know, I hate 

Australia and just want to get home and see 

my family. 

What am I thinking my family won’t even 

look at me, and who I am. They would 

probably make me change my name to 

something like Jim smith. – Lachlan Hewlett 

 

James Stone 

I was a convicted for stealing money and killed 

for money and have a life sentence. I was 

scared of getting killed for one simple thing. 

But I had to clean the boat and the bedrooms 

but that. Was worth it anything was if I could 

stay Alive. But the worst thing was I would 

never see my family again but hopefully I can 

get ! , some friends Or if I have to i will fight 

for my family. We were on the boat for 8 

months until we got to Australia. We turned up 

at Australia we put up the British flag we have 

seen none yet but we saw the aboriginals which 

were really nice. 

We danced at the fire there customs where 

really different to our customs and daily life. 

So we danced and we talked we have never seen 

people like this we talked about our customs and 

what we do for our daily life. 

?-Well I think the aboriginal daily life and 

customs are nothing like ours. My birthday was 

tomorrow we were staying in Australia for a 

long time but all I can think about was my 

family. We sallied back to England and I got life 

sentence in jail. 

That’s my story the aboriginal customs and daily 

life are a lot different to ours. – Liam De 

Leeuw 

My name is Charlotte Cook. On my first day I broke my 

leg when I was fixing a piece of wood, a group of men 

stole my food, and I had to scrub the deck. 

When I was fixing a piece of wood I was hammering and 

the wood snapped and hit me in the leg. I had to walk on 

my leg all day but no one cared that it was broken. 

After working so hard I was feeling so hungry, when I 

saw some food I was about to take a bite but a group of 

men threatened me so I gave it up. By the end of the 

day I only got a few crumbs but it was better than 

nothing. 

When I had to scrub the deck I was really tired, then 

someone tipped a bucket of scraps where I was cleaning 

. So I had to clean that up as well. 

I was feeling sore and I wanted to go home. – Brianna 

McMillan 

1787/1/24 

I am Mary Mitchell I am 21 

years old I have two 

brothers one of them are in 

Kingstown the other one is 

with me on ship called the 

friendship. Me and Hugo sat 

down in a coroner today but 

them we see other people 

who came they had this 

disease, then solders came 

and kicked them off so me 

and my brother sat quite. Me 

and Hugo was singing under a 

tree the a 9 year old boy 

came off and one of the 

solders was betting hum up 

Hugo and I were feeling 

sorry for him. Hugo and I 

were at the baker and it was 

Rayner birthday that day we 

dissed to still a piece of 

bread for him. - By Manning 

Leslie 



  
Sarah Parry. 

22 February 1786 

I tried to trade stuff at Old Bailey, at 

London assaulting and robbery of 

silver watch steel and key with a value 

of 61 shillings.  

I’m feeling angry and frustrated that 

they coat me because I put in a lot of 

effete to get the things and it was all 

for nothing. – Eloise Basset 

Mary Ann Dickenson 

Dear diary…As I was accused of 

stealing 11 waistcoats from Richard 

mark’s I was sentence to jail for 

seven years. I got put on to lady 

penrhyn and got shipped to Australia 

when I was 26 years of age .We left 

England on the 13th of May 1787 I 

was scared and I missed my family. 

- Taylah Johnson 

Sarah Taylor 

Dear diary… As I was accused of stealing 12 shillings so I was sent on a boat to Australia. 

The boat I was on was called the Prince of whales. I felt sad because I was missing my own 

house and everything that I loved. We left on the 13th of May 1787 I was scared. I really 

missed everything even the people that I didn’t really like. - Jorja Romein 

 I don’t know the date it is so hard to remember stuff out here time goes so slow out here I’m 

planning to escape it will be hard I need some tools I will make my own slang words so the 

guards don’t know what we are doing I’ve got some men to help me James elite Matt kings 

and angus born. – Angus Watt 

 26 January 1788 

Today we finally arrived at Sydney and were starting to settle in Australia. I’m happy we finally 

got here, but it was a long trip. 

We came upon some strange native people that lived there. We knew they didn’t like us because 

they were looking at us as if we were obscene! They crowded around us with torches motioning 

us to go away. I was scared they would do something drastic! We stopped and got off the boats. 

They approached us and spoke to us in their language. Obviously we had no idea what they were 

saying. Then they saw the governor Arthur Phillips. He had a tooth knocked out that the 

aboriginals got knocked out during the male initiation ceremony and they thought he was one of 

them. 

At night time we had dinner and watched how and what the natives had for dinner. The native 

people had a strange animal served with some native plants. Then we went to bed in the 

hammocks. We had to sleep in the boat because we haven’t built the houses yet. 

I’m glad we finally got here but it was a really tough day today. I just hope we’ll get something 

done about building houses soon but for now we’re sleeping in the boats. – Catriona Alexander  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

13 May 1787 

Dear diary 

750 convicts including me are being loaded onto 11 ships mine named Lady Juliana for 

being accused for stilling man’s clothing, and talking back at an officer that I did not 

do so! All as convicts have been waiting a year for the splice to be stored! The 

cruellest thing is if one of use die we have to take care of it and loge them around 

were ever we go! – Ebonique Bassett 

I was sad because I was a 

fade. To leave my family 

and because I was scared I 

would get killed on the boat 

or from war I didn’t Do 

much to deserve the I 

stole some money the all 

and I have to go on a ship 

for 12 months to Australia 

for a war the FIRST 

FLEET. It would suck to be 

on a boat for 12 mouths. – 

Cody Elliot 

25th of January 1788 I am still scared about being 

with 721 convicts. My crime was I stole bread worth 

54 shillings and got caught. I arrived at Australia for 

my first time I feel happy and sad both at the same 

time. The soldiers have put me to work straight away 

I have to pull logs, cut down trees, make houses and 

other buildings. I have seen the other people I have 

no idea who they are they scare me. I am just about to 

go to sleep on the first night of being on Australia so 

good night.  

This is my daily life now and for another 6 years. 

Hopeful we could make this look better than the 

dump it is. - James Black 

 Today was so bad we got made to clean most of 

the ship and if didn’t do something right we would 

get wiped for it was one of the worst day ever. – 

Shaqukya Scorgie 

Dear dairy  

It has been a long and hard week sowing and the food rations are extremely low, I could die of 

hunger or I could end my life by jumping into shark infested water, but will not die just because I 

can, that would be a waste of life. I wish I could have more than just rats as company, they are 

better than nothing, but not as good as my real friends. I miss my family, my friends, not my Bella 

and my dog, I was framed by Bella, I was walking down at the store when I saw her grab a slice of 

bread from a bread stall while the shop keeper was not looking, then she came over and gave me a 

hug and she put the bread into my dress pocket, “guards, arrest her, she stole bread from this 

humble store”, they found the bread and I was arrested immediately, I only have to be on this 

disaster of a ship for two more weeks then I can go home to a clean and loving place called home. 

-lily black rose ( Zoe Packwood ) 

 



 
The Alice Project at the Upwelling Festival 
 
Down the Rabbit Hole – a dance story time session for 2 – 5 years olds and their carers/parents.  
Friday- 1 November11 – 12noon at the Portland Library. Free event 
 
A Hatters Tea Party- pop on your hat and dancing shoes and come along to this un-birthday party with outrageously 
big hats and silly party games. 
Saturday 2 November1.30 – 2.15pm Upwelling Festival Angling Club lawn area. Free 
Saturday 2 November3.30-4.15pm Upwelling Festival Angling Club lawn area. Free 
 
Follow the Footsteps 
Have you seen the footsteps around town yet? Hop, skip and jump along the street when you see them. Try the 
“White Rabbit” (small jumps forward) or do the Dodo (a grapevine). 
 
The Lobster Quadrille 
Want to be part of a Flash Mob? With the Portland Citizens Brass Band playing a cool bosa nova at the end of the 
Upwelling Parade, everyone can join in and dance, flash mob style. Learn the dance at the following events. 
 
Thursday 31 OctoberSession 1: 4.30 -5.15pm; session 2: 5.30 – 6.16pm at the Portland Arts Centre 
Friday 1 NovemberSession 1: 4.30 -5.15pm; session 2: 5.30 – 6.16pm at the Portland Arts Centre 
Flash Mob - Saturday 2 NovemberAfter the Parade at the Upwelling Festival 
  

SOUNDS OF PORTLAND Heard/Unheard - Sunday 3 November 
Free Musical performance at 2.30pm at the Portland Arts Centre 
Featuring VINCENT GILES, Sound Artist, bass player and Upwelling Festival Artist In Residence and ALICE BENNETT 
Flautist.  
Along with Portland Secondary College Year 7 Students Video montage - Response to research on the Bonney 
Upwelling 
See Vincent’s blog about his residency in Portland: http://www.vgiles.net/upwellingresidency 

 

 

Tennis Coaching is back!! 

Tennis coaching is scheduled to start next week, Monday 

4th November, 2013. There is both ½ hour and 1 hour 

groups available every night of the week. For bookings, 

please call Tye O’Connell on 0448717210 as there are 

limited times available. The schedule is as follows: 

Mondays – Heathmere/ Heywood 

Tuesdays – Narrawong 

Wednesday-Friday – Portland.  
 

 

 

http://www.vgiles.net/upwellingresidency


INVOLVE YOUR KIDS – BUSHFIRE SURVIVAL PLANNING EBOOK 

 
The Bushfire Cooperative Research Centre (Bushfire CRC) has produced an ebook for 

parents on how to talk to children about bushfire preparation and safety.  The ebook, Making 
a bushfire plan? Involve your kids! is based on the PhD research of Briony Towers from 

RMIT University, which has been presented in many research and industry forums in recent 

years. 

The ebook is designed as an interactive PDF that can be read on a computer or any tablet 

device, as well as printed.  Download it for free at the Bushfire CRC website - 

http://www.bushfirecrc.com/resources/product/involve-your-kids-bushfire-survival-

planning-ebook 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Nippers is a surf education program at Bridgewater Beach for children, who can swim aged 7 - 15  

 

Swim skills assessment for all nippers:  

Friday 22nd of November, 2013 

Nuns Beach 5:30pm – 7:00pm 

Nippers need bathers/wetsuit and towel 

 

Membership for the 11-session program: 

$40 for one child 

$140 for family 

Register over the Internet at Lifesaving Online and pay you’re your membership through Payment Gateway 

before 30/10/2013 

For more details contact Helen 0458 692 047  

https://www.lifesavingonline.com.au/SLSA_Online/modules/home/index.php
https://pnpnet.qvalent.com/OnlinePaymentServlet?cd_community=SLSA&cd_currency=AUD

